Zoology
Invertebrates
Introduction
Review:
Take time to re-present the activity for Sorting – Vertebrates
and Invertebrates (pages 63-67).
Materials:
A basket containing pictures of:
 Jellyfish
 Octopus
 Sponge
 Snail
 Spider
 Starfish
 Butterfly
 Earthworm
 3 labels (see preparation below)
Preparation for Vertebrates and Invertebrates Basket:
1. The teacher needs to make 3 labels; one each that reads
“animal kingdom”, “vertebrates” and “invertebrates.”
Place the labels in the basket.
2. The teacher needs to put the pictures in the basket.
1. The Invertebrate Basket is ready for presentation.

Presentation:
1. Invite the children to join you for a circle presentation.
2. The teacher should sit down with the children with the
Invertebrate Basket.
3. Explain to the children that you have something special
that you want to share with them today.
4. Now say to the children, “We know that animals belong
to a special group called the Animal Kingdom. You and
I are animals so we belong to the Animal Kingdom.”
5. Take out the animal kingdom label and say, “This is how
we write the words animal kingdom.” The teacher
should take the label and place it directly in front of her
at about 18” away from her lap.
6. Point to the label and say, “The Animal Kingdom is
divided into two parts (Phylum). One part is called
vertebrates and one part is called invertebrates!”
7. Take the label (vertebrates) out of the basket and say,
“This is how we write the word vertebrates.” The
teacher should take the label and place it directly
underneath the animal kingdom label and to the right.
8. Take the label (invertebrates) out of the basket and
say, “This is how we write the word invertebrates.”
Place the label to the right of the “vertebrates” label.
9. The teacher should say, “Today we are going to talk
about animals that don’t have backbones and are called
invertebrates (point to the label).”
10. 97% of all animals from the Animal Kingdom are
invertebrates. Invertebrates are found almost
everywhere on Earth!”
11. Next, the teacher picks a picture from the basket and
holds it up so the children can see it and asks, “This is
an octopus. Is this octopus an invertebrate?”
12. After the children have given their answers say, “Yes,
this octopus does not have a backbone that is made up
of vertebrates so it belongs under the label that reads
invertebrates.”
13. The teacher places the picture underneath the label
that reads “invertebrates.”

14. The teacher should repeat the process with each picture
from the basket has been placed under the invertebrate
label.
15. The teacher should pause when she has finished and
admire her work.
16. Replace the labels in the basket starting with the top
label which reads “animal kingdom.”
17. Replace the next row of labels starting with vertebrate
and then invertebrate.
18. Replace the pictures into the basket starting at the top
and working toward the bottom.
19. Return the Invertebrate Basket to the shelf where it
belongs.
20. Invite the children to take turns working with the
Invertebrate Basket.
Variations and Extensions:
1. Add to the pictures
2. Have the child make their own labels
3. Make a booklet
Points of Interest:
1. Animals that are invertebrates can look very different
from each other.
Control of Error:
1. The teacher should set up the basket correctly.
Aims:
Invertebrates belong to the animal kingdom; there are many
different types of invertebrates, etc.
Approximate Age:
3 and up
Language:
Animal Kingdom, invertebrates, backbones, names of
animals that are invertebrates, etc.
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Hi! My name is Karen Tyler and I am the founder and
instructor for the KHT Montessori 12 Month Certificate
Course! I hope you enjoyed this free presentation with
cards!
You might be working with children at home or in a
classroom…..I want to invite you to Come and Learn with
Us! We have a great online course that is professional and
affordable and easy to complete. For 12 months I will
“follow” you just as Dr. Montessori believed in “following
the child!
Come and check out our next course!
www.khtmontessori.com
Peace and Joy!
Blessings
Karen

